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Saturday, September 08, 2018 


Paywall: The Business of Scholarship — a 
review 


My review of Paywall: The Business of Scholarship has been published 
in Nature. Below are the first two paragraphs. The full review can be 
read here. 


Billed as a documentary, Paywall would 
be more accurately described as an 
advocacy film. Its intention seems to be 
to persuade viewers that the paywalls 
that restrict access to journal content 
online are an unnecessary hangover 
from the print era, and now serve only 
to perpetuate the excessive profits that 
legacy publishers such as Elsevier, 
Wiley and Springer Nature make from 
the public purse. 


The film makes a convincing case that 
the paywall system creates problems — 


and that universal open access (OA) to scholarly articles would be better for 


society. But it fails to adequately explore the thorny challenges that arise 
with OA publishing. These include the fact that the publishers castigated by 
the film would continue to dominate scholarly communication in an OA 
world; the increasingly expensive ‘pay-to-publish’ model, which substitutes 
inequities in access for inequities in affording publication; and the rise of 
predatory publishing. And although Paywall acknowledges that current 
reward systems have slowed the progress of OA publishing, it does not 
address the puzzling question of why academics have proved so reluctant to 
make copies of their published papers freely available in their institutional 
repositories ... 


More here. 
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